JERVIS BAY: AN AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR SOUTHWARD MIGRATING
HUMPBACK WHALE COW/CALF PAIRS?
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Cow/calf pair re-sighting and short term stay map, Jervis Bay
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‘data was colle‘g@ opportumstlcally from multrple platf“'fmsm‘ludmg commercial whale watch operators and small recrteatlonal Vesselt_Data 1nc1uded
Date, time, location and GPS coordmates estimated group composition and number of individuals, surface behaviour and d1rectlon of traﬁ‘rl
Group categories: cow-calf, cow-calf-escort, adult, adult-juvenile, and Juvenlle
Travelling behaviour categories, e.g. transiting (< hour in Jervis Bay), rest stop (> 1 hour), stop over (2 days s1ghte.d) and extended stop over (> 2 days 51ghted)
Photographic images captured the dorsal fin (left and right), tail fluke and any significant body markings that can be used for further confirmation. -

Hun'fpbﬂg@ale fluke ID photos were assessed using a regional catalogue collected between 2001 and 2010. The pl‘fotographlc catalogue contains images from the '
:northe.mﬁd southern migrations, taken f_rom five locatrons between Eden NSW n -the south to Hervey Bay Queensland n the nofth that has been contrrbutlng to-th

= - - « = . - : -

e

—_—

B

.

e

-

_ I . =
- - e . - i._ r . ’ - .._‘_-l-_ - 4 -

-

e .I_,..E

[ - 1
- s

1 =

—

_ -
=

JRe-s'ghtmg 2008 & 2010 maternal site ﬁdellty
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lower latitudes and make habitat choices that may prov1de these Whales pﬁrotectlon'from rough seas,
predators and conspec1ﬁcs We propose that lerv1s Bay 1s*a"loea;tlon that IS a ‘rest location’ for cow and .

“calves, with females showing site ﬁdehty This area proV1des alocation for calf developrnent growth and
to accumulate more blubber for protectlon and to learn maternal soc1a1 skllls that are passed on dur.mg the
course of their first migration. | o ‘
On 18 October 2008, a cow/calf pair was s recorded W1th1n J ervis Bay. Photographlc images of the cow |
showed recogmsable markmgs on her fluke and behind the dorsal. Two years later, on 18 October 2010 , the
same COw was re- s1ghte.d in the area accompanied by a new calf and remarned here for at least threedays N

_ Wthh may suggest short-term residency within Jervis Bay Marlne Park.
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-The limited data collected on humpback Whales and the1r habitat usage patterns in Jervis Bay has been of an

opportunistic nature only. These opportun1st1c data show an increased occurrence of humpback whales in -

N -

more recent years and suggest Jervis Bay may provrde a suitable resting area for southern migrating whales,
part1cula1:1y cow/calf pairs. Jervis Bay 1s a multiple use marine park which provrdes for increasing m111tary, |
commercial and recreational vessel uses; therefore, a potential for a hightened anthropogenlc influence

on humpback whales exists. A ded1cated investigation into the potential 1mpacts of high vessel trafﬁb.Qn
“humpback whales within Jervis Bay is recommended
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Recreational boat operators and humpback whale (Megaptera non_fqnglme) 1ns1dﬂbrv1s Bay
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